Captain’s Report 2014

Introduction
As per last year I shan’t go into detail on every game – the website is up to date with that detail and I think as this is my last captains report, I’d like to approach with a slight more personal touch or opinion.
Games & Performances

An average summer weather wise in 2014, with what felt like normal mixes between scorchers, warm days, cold days, threats of rain and cancellations. 
18 games were possible this year excluding 3 cancellations.  I am pleased to report that we won 7 again, in line with last year, and our win percentage was 39%. This is against our highest in 42% in 2013 in my tenure. 6 draws vs 3 in 2013 was an increase, but we had the upper hand in half of those games - Priory Park were 9 down. RRs had to cling on 9 down on what was a really good day for Arkley. As a team it was a day where everyone contributed. It made me feel very proud. 1 draw against Whittington we would have won comfortably if an overs game, Ivanhoe was a good game -I hear that could have gone either way. And there was a spirited performance by Knappett Snr & James Franklin after we collapsed from 80-3 to 85-7 to salvage a solid draw against a strong UCS side.


Only 5 losses vs. 7 in 2013 and 12 in 2011 speaks for itself is a good improvement. Particularly pleasing was that we went from the middle of June to the middle of September with only 1 defeat and even that was a tight game against Priory Park again - who won it 9 down.

We used a total of 5 captains throughout the season, which was unusual – thanks to CT, Raks, Anay, Ben and whilst this was unusual for Arkley, but it worked well. 

It was a record breaking year for Arkley:
We scored the highest score in our history when Anay was captain, against Bamville at home. 272-5 was made up of decent top order score, everyone reaching double figures and highlights including 63 from Ben, 46 from Nic Arm, and big stand at the end from Father and Son Anay and Raks in quick time, taking us to these dizzy heights in only 40 overs. Was pleased to see how we managed the game and kept it open in the field as well – only winning by 60 odd and the oppo reaching 200+.
Another record was the youngest ever hundred by James Franklin. After impressing with lower order knocks of 20 odd, James was asked to open on a belter of a pitch and day in Berko and played well to reach 114. Surviving a tight run whilst batting with Knappett snr has to be the highlight of the day for him. Chris was there to witness and I know it made him very proud. Again we tried to open up the game, with even the skipper bowling some dross but they succumbed to the trap of “bad balls get wickets” and we won by 143 runs. Congratulations to James, who now needs to show us he can be a solid all-rounder…. Whenever this happens the expectation levels go up! 
The 3rd record was the extension of PKS’ oldest playing record. It was lovely to share the field with him again at picturesque Bamville’s 3rd fairway.  

Other noteable batting mentions have to go to Ben – didn’t reach 3 figures this year but scored over 600 runs and averaged over 44. Having him open the batting gives us a stability we once lacked and makes us a tough opposition for anyone. Jake Sittampalam made decent contributions, with Bat and Ball, and a top score of 68 and averaged nearly 30, was only a shame we couldn’t have him for more than 6 games. Anay’s batting improved which was good to see, top score of 32*. Kiran can biff it and again didn’t see the best of Jack this year but we’ve all seen him smash a few lower down. 
Stalwarts of the middle order all deserve a mention -Jega over 220 runs, Khalid good to see back in the fold, with 180, Knappett snr, myself and Raks all with over 150… was Raks best year for  while with a fearless “see the ball hit the ball attitude”.  

Occasionals of Chambers (69 to win the game at Bamville), Nic Arm (46 in the 272-5), Knappett jnr. (53* in the last game at Merv’s place) and Cedric (51 in a game, the first one, never to be seen again!) all played their part, would love to have all of them play more regularly… but I suppose circumstances are circumstances and absence makes the heart grow fonder!

Bowling wise Phil Knappett had a rival at the top of the averages this year in the name of Kiran. Kiran bowled reasonably well in some games, often giving the keeper a workout. But I wanted to mention the game against UCS. Standing at 2nd slip with Phil & Chrissy with Clive keeping, seeing him shape the ball away at pace, in a 13 over spell, was a real joy as skipper. Phil did his thing, 20 wkts at an average of 12 is as good as any other year, and had to be removed from the attack after bowling too well on occasions. Ben is also first class with ball but in interests in ensuring the values of giving everyone a game doesn’t get as much opportunity with the ball as he might. Jake and Jega bowled when asked. Phil’s 4-37 at Aldenham deserves praise, as they were very strong…. And Ben’s 4 for against Prioiry Park in the previously mentioned low scorer in the penultimate game. 
I hope it fair to say that all of Jack, Gary, Akash, James and Anay had years with the ball they know they could improve on. Intermittent availability means they get into no rhythm and with averages over 20, I would hope they can focus on keeping those runs down and the wickets up next year. That said, they all have been asked to bowl at the start and at the oppos best batsmen, so the stats are a little skewed when taken in isolation.

Fielding was of a high standard at times. Catches shared around, 5 for me and Jake, who took a couple of screamers. Aaron 4 along with CT, the rest shared about this year in 2s and 3s…
Keeping wise was solid all year, my feedback would be we concede too many byes in general! Along with that too many extras conceded as a team… I say it every year!
Opposition

I’m really pleased to report all games were played in the right fashion and the spirit of cricket was observed at all times. Roving Reporters was played for the first time I remember bathed in sunshine and a great Chandos wicket. That game was also important as it has the passing of Roy Watts, and I’d like to talk about that fixture more in AOB. New oppo in Priory Park could be an annual thing and going to play at Bamville was very special! 

Aldenham who we picked up in a conference game, continued to play the game too seriously for me, not that fussed about going back there…. Monken Hadley is another one where it always seems to rain and we cower under the trees but a decent bunch and a long standing fixture for both sides.  
A good time was had by all on the last day of the season going up to Merv’s neighbourhood and playing Longstowe. They played the game slightly oddly, winning the toss and batting first despite having a weak batting order… we did well to open it up and give everyone a game, still winning in style. The Thai pub after was fun to be in and decent food!
Under 25’s!
Rebranded this section to over 25’s as the boys grow up fast! It is good to have them as often as we can after Uni finishes until they go back. Jake, James F, Akash and Anay played the most. We saw a lot of Kiran, especially early season which was great. He bowled exceptionally in the main.
Aaron bowled well on occasions and I heard good banter about his incredible hulk display after being wound up at Ivanhoe! And his celebration after hitting his first ever 6 at Monken Hadley! 

Great to play with Jakey, who at times was unplayable with the ball. He is becoming more important for us with the bat, playing straight and hitting the ball hard. And his fielding is awesome.

James F also deserves a mention for his improved batting and that hundred was a great display. Don’t let your head go down with the ball though James, good batsmen are bound to get the better of you on certain days !
Sam Guest played the last game and we hope he will play for us once he returns from his yearlong travels around the globe.

All the younger generations help to make us more competitive in the field and are all a joy to play with. You are the future of this club and it gives me great satisfaction to think how far we have come on the road of re generating Arkley Cricket Club and the future looks very, very bright.
FUN
I have thoroughly enjoyed nearly every game I have had the honour of captaining and thanks to all involved for making it so.  
Winning makes it easy but to keep a good level of humour and enjoyment when things aren’t going our way is important and shows our true values as a club ring true throughout.
Thank you all for making every game, net or event with Arkley with me as skipper a pleasure.
COMMUNITY

The wider Arkley community continued to support us by coming down and watching. Helping out with teas, clearing and washing up, and keeping us company! Thanks to Myself, Jega, Gary, PJP, Jonesy, Jude, Raksha, Annie & Nina.  Roger and Sheila also did one for the RRs game and good Rog around the fold again. Thanks to all the tea makers, your contribution, time and effort is hugely appreciated. I encourage all members to consider having a go; we can always arrange a shared effort with someone to ease you in. I’ll be doing the rota again in 2015 so let me know.
Phil Myers we didn’t see due to their new baby girl, but was at the quiz with Amanda. Guest appearances of Matt Holland, couple from Chamber, Nic Arm and Paul, who dedicated his season to caring for his late father Ron. Adam Bishop didn’t get to get a game in, but came to see us at Monken Hadley, with their new baby. 
Thanks to all who missed a game or two on rotation. It’s never easy to ask someone not to play. Too many names to mention but I know you all understand we try to make it as fair as possible, whilst giving some priority to the younger generation. Thanks for the help with the pre and post-match chores, sightscreens, boundary markers etc. And the in match ones – scoring and umpiring.
Cricket Force was very well attended and a lot got done. Undergrowth cleared, sightscreens painted. 
We need to do some major surgery to the sightscreens this year- be prepared (Roger especially).
OBJECTIVES

You’ll recall upon taking on the captaincy in 2011 I challenged us to have 3 objectives and focus on delivering them. We have achieved this and more and I am very proud of our collective achievements. 
FIXTURES – we said we needed to fulfil every fixture. We’ve cancelled 3 in 4 years form memory due to a lack of players. Well done and thank you. This is a vast improvement for the 2010 season that showed us all we needed to regenerate and re energise the club.  In 2011, 2012, 2013 we arranged extra games that made it easier to give everyone a game if available… not possible in 2014 but lets get back to that.
SOCIAL EVENTS – quiz nights have been amazing. Aa source of incremental income, but a great night that is brilliantly supported by the club and its spouses and associates. We always have a good time. Special thanks to Jon Holland and Merv for making that happen. 
AVAILABILITY – A good year. No games cancelled. Thanks again if you were asked to miss out.
FINANCES

We have already heard from the treasurer how our balance sheet is in its best state, probably ever. It continues to builds every year. Thanks to Paul, first and foremost, for the keeping the accounts. Also thanks to everyone for paying their match and membership fees in a timely manner. Support for the quiz was strong and we had a good representation of the current Arkley playing community.  We have to say some special thanks to Phil P and Raks for the Auction prizes that generate so much cash, without them the night would only break even.
4 years ago we had a huge cash flow issue and we were having difficulties paying out for everything before the season started. 
We should consider today how we reinvest funds to keep our club moving forward.
COMMITTEE

Has met monthly through the season to keep everything operating well.  Thanks to Paul, Clive, Merv, PKS, PJP, Raks for all they have and continue to do. As ever I encourage anyone that would like to play a part on the committee to come forward and volunteer. We will be introducing a new captain to it tonight. 
SUMMARY
It’s a slightly emotional end to wonderful era for me as captain and I’d like to thank each and every one of you for your contribution. It’s important to remember we have achieved a great deal together:
1) Resolved any financial worries, repaid any loans and have very healthy finances. 
2) Introduced, encouraged and prioritised younger blood and we now have a bright future where once it was uncertain.
3) Fulfilled nearly all fixtures in 4 years, arranged many additional games and built relationships with frequent opponents.

4) Held an annual quiz night that generates funds, is enjoyable for all that go and is a nice way of signing off the season.

5) Continue to have a good nets attendance throughout those cold winter months, where we all get to have a go at each other.
6) Launched a new and improved website that everyone can get involved with and have some enjoyment looking over.

I know I can be grumpy, harsh and blunt at times, but generally I’ve always tried to keep a good spirit about things. I’ve loved captaining Arkley and hope you’ll have me back one day so I can do it again sometime in the future. 
 Thanks for listening, Nick
